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brave champions, and many were of the noblest
families in the Peninsula. Besides, the Cortes of
Aragon had declared torture to be unworthy of any
Christian country ; and so, though in obedience to the
Pope, a council was held at Tarragona, to which the
knights were cited, none of them were put to the rack.
A few of the more fierce and lawless members of the
order were put to death to save appearances, but the
others were allowed to enjoy their estates till they
elied out, when the property was divided between the
crown and the local military orders. In Portugal, Dom
Diniz formed the knights into a new Order, which he
called that of Christ
It is well known that when in 1314, three years after
the murder of the great body of the Templars, their
Grand-Master, Jaques de Molay, was led out to execu-
tion, he appealed to the tribunal of Heaven, and sum-
moned both Pope and King to meet him there, and
that both died at the very time he mentioned. Two
years previously such an awful summons had been
made to Fernando of Castille, and he had obeyed it.
One of his favourite nobles had been assassinated
while leaving his chamber at Palencia, and the sus-
picion of the guilt had fallen on two brothers named
Carvarel. They had, however, joined the army with
•which the Infant Don Pedro, brother to the king, was
besieging the Moorish town of Alcandera, and there
Fernando found them. Enraged at their insolence,
he commanded that they should be hurled from the
top of a precipice; and though they protested their
innocence, and demanded a fair trial, the cruel sentence
was carried out. Their last words were a summons
to Fernando to meet them within thirty days before

